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The Montville High School Athletic Hall of Fame will induct a former coach, four former student-athletes 
and one team into its fifth class on Friday, May 27th at the Mohegan Sun’s Uncas Ballroom. 

Being honored are Jesse Sutherland (Football, basketball, baseball), Jessica Bennett (cross country, 
wrestling, track), Anthony Occhialini (soccer), John Szarzynski (football, basketball, baseball), Phil Orbe 
(baseball coach, teacher, Athletic Director), and the 2000 MHS baseball team.  

Jesse Sutherland is a 2010 MHS graduate. Widely recognized as one of the truly great 3 sport athletes in 
Montville history.  Jesse is on the very short list of all-time great athletes that took MHS to the State 
championship finals in both football and baseball in the same year.  Jesse was a standout in football, 
basketball, and baseball during his time at MHS.  He was a 3-year starter at guard on the basketball 
team.  He was a 3-year starter at wide receiver and defensive back earning all ECC honors twice and All 
Area twice, while leading Montville to ECC division championship and CIAC Runner-up State honors in 
2009.  Baseball, is where Jesse might have just excelled the most.  He led Montville as a 4-year starter at 
shortstop, winning multiple ECC titles, and the 2010 Class M State Championship.  He earned multiple 
All ECC, All Area, and Class M all-state awards.  After MHS, Jesse was highly decorated at Manchester 
Community College, earning recognition on NJCAA World series all-tournament team. 

Jessica Bennett is a 2009 MHS graduate.  Jessica is one of the most decorated and unique student-
athletes in the history of MHS.  She was decorated on the cross country team and outdoor track team, 
but her successes in wrestling are most noteworthy and historic.  A multiple time ALL ECC performer, 
and multiple MVP’s in cross country 2006, 2008, MVP’s in outdoor track in 2006, and 2009, and MVP of 
wrestling in 2009.  She earned 5th Place in wrestling Class S State tournament, 103 pounds; second 
female to place in a CT state class tournament.  Also, recognized as academic all-state 2008, all ecc 2009, 
and academic all-state 2009.  2nd Place Wrestling Class M State tournament, 103 pounds; highest place 
in a CT State Class tournament achieved by a female; first female to qualify for the State Open 
tournament in CT.  100 career wins, wrestling, winter 2009; first female to achieve in CT 

Anthony Occhialini is a 2009 MHS graduate.  Anthony was a multiple sport athlete at MHS, but soccer is 
where he truly shined.  4 year varsity letter winner (2005-2008) 2008 Captain, 2008 NSCAA Adidas All-
American, and 2008 NSCAA Adidas All-New England.  Also during his years he earned 2X All State 2007, 
2008 and 2008 All-Area Player of the Year (Norwich Bulletin and The New London Day).  2X All Area 
2007, 2008 (Norwich Bulletin and The New London Day).  3X All ECC 2006, 2007, 2008.  Further awards 
include 2009 New York Red Bulls All-American High School Cup MVP (Played at Giants Stadium), 2009 
Montville High School Outstanding Male Varsity Athlete, Career: 60 GP, 60 GS, 1.31 GAA, 402 Saves, 32 
Wins, 23 Shutouts, and School Records: 60 GP, 60 GS, 402 Saves, 23 Shutouts.  Following MHS Anthony 
went CCSU.  Earning 2009-2012 Academic Honor Roll, 2011 Northeast Conference Champions, 2012 
Northeast Conference Pre-Season Top 20 Player, 2009: 2 games played, 1 game started, 4 saves, 1-0-0, 



2010: 16 games started, 50 saves, 1.1 GAA, 4 shutouts, .746 save percentage, 4-10-3, 2011: 18 games 
started, 69 saves, 1.02 GAA, 6 shutouts, .793 save percentage, 10-6-1, 2012: 17 games started 46 saves, 
1.25 GAA, 4 shutouts, .687 save percentage, 8-7-2.  Following college career, United Soccer League 
Professional Developmental League: Semi-Professional Soccer Player, Western Massachusetts Pioneers 
– 2012, and Connecticut Football Club – 2013.  After his playing career ended coaching began.  United 
States Coast Guard Academy: Division 3 College Assistant Coach.  Currently, MHS Head boys soccer 
coach. 

John Szarzynski is a 1967 MHS graduate.  John was a three sport star athlete. His class was the first to 
spend all four years at MHS. His classmates recognized John as the student with the most school spirit. 
John received the maximum of twelve varsity letters in football, basketball and baseball. John was a key 
performer and proud to be part of the 1966 MHS Football team to win the ECC Tri Championship. John 
was an offensive guard and defensive linebacker on the football field, an outfielder on baseball field and 
a guard on the basketball court. John was named All ECC in football and baseball during his senior year. 
John co-captained the baseball team in his senior year and never batted less than .300 in his varsity 
baseball career. Upon graduation, John’s professional career as an electronics mechanic, electrical 
designer and electrical engineer spanned 45 years at Tractor and Electric Boat. John earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Computer Science from Charter Oak State College. John remained active in the local 
sports scene. John was also a local sports official spending two years as Head referee of the Norwich 
Touch Football League, 10 years as a ASA Softball umpire and 37 years as a basketball referee for the 
Montville Board of Basketball Officials (two years) and International Association of Approved Basketball 
Officials Eastern Board 8 (35 years, 10 years as Board Rules Interpreter). John retired from Electric Boat 
as Electrical Design Manager in 2015 and still resides within walking distance of Montville High School. 
He looks forward to shooting his age in golf as a retiree. 

Phil Orbe is a 1988 MHS graduate, former teacher, Head baseball coach, and Athletic Director.  As a 
distinguished graduate of MHS, Phil Orbe returned to his alma mater and thrived over 24 years.  While 
teaching social studies, and ascending to the administrative ranks as athletic director Phil was 
instrumental in the success of thousands of young MHS student athletes.  But, his tenure as Head 
Baseball coach might be where his accolades speak the loudest. 57 players placed in college baseball 
programs, and 5 former players selected in the MLB draft. 11 regular season Eastern Connecticut 
Conference championships.  6 postseason Eastern Connecticut Conference Tournament championships 
– 1996, 1997, 2000, 2006, 2009, 2015.  6 postseason Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference 
State Tournament Finals Appearances – 1998, 2003, 2006, 2010, 2011, and 2015.  3 postseason 
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference State Tournament Championships – 2006, 2010, 2011.  7 
area coach of the year awards.  NL Day baseball coach of the decade 2010-2019.  3 sportsmanship.  
Connecticut High School Coaches Association Baseball Coach of the Year – 2015.  From 2003-2015 
Montville appeared in at least the state quarterfinals each year – state record at that time.  2006 and 
2010 teams finished #2 in the final state poll.  Career record of 380-133 .741%  

 The 2000 MHS baseball team.  The 2000 Montville Indians baseball team was a dominant force winning 
the Eastern Connecticut Conference’s Small Division, the ECC Tournament championship and finishing 
third in the final Hartford Courant state poll with a 22-2 record while outscoring its opponents 237-91 on 
the season. The Indians held the top spot in the state polls for more than five weeks and were ranked 
among the best teams in New England. The team was led by a strong group of eleven seniors which in 
their four years won two ECC regular season titles, three ECC Tournament titles and was state runner up 



in 1998.  Captain Jeremy Terni (inaugural MHS Athletic HOF class and MLB draft choice) would cap one 
of the truly outstanding high school baseball careers in state history by being named All ECC, All Area, All 
State, Third Team All American and the New Haven Register and USA Today Connecticut Player of the 
Year. Third baseman Van Hess was named all-conference after setting school records for runs scored 
(41) and stolen bases (28 for 28) in a season. Junior second baseman Matt Mauro also was named All 
ECC while batting .365 and scoring thirty-two runs. Senior Captain Matt Jullarine was named All ECC 
batting .350 with over twenty runs batted in and runs scored. The defense was anchored by catchers 
Dan Velasquez and Ryan Casagranda, centerfielder Mickey Dodge, utility infielder Alan Frausini and 
corner outfielders Aaron Meredith, Tom Cullen, Frank Longo and Mike DeCecco. The pitching staff was 
led by All ECC and All State senior pitcher Khris Garcia who finished the season with ten wins (school 
record), no losses, and sixty-seven strikeouts in sixty-one innings pitched. Senior Eric Bushor finished 
with six wins while Jullarine and senior Nick Bianchi each had three wins. Junior Zach Kopp, in his first 
varsity start defeated Waterford in the ECC Tournament Championship game.  Other members of the 
team included; head coach Phil Orbe, assistant coaches Brent Southworth, Ted Richmond, Chris Pomroy 
and Gary Ballestrini and support staff James Murno and Kate Jurczik. All members of the team are 
encouraged to attend. 


